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Virginia Hills Assessments for 2011

Property owners in Virginia Hills should have received
their assessments of their properties at the end of
February. For the 10th year in a row, VHCA has
reviewed the assessments done by the Department of
Tax Administration for correctness.  VHCA  found no
major problems with this year's assessments.
Homeowners should see their assessments increase
from 7.90% to 8.20% over the assessment for 2010.

VHCA conducted a sample of 40 homes in the
neighborhood to insure that the new assessments all fell
within the range shown above.  All but one did, and that
one had completed an addition of which DTA was
aware, so the assessment went up by 16% to account
for the additional value of the addition. However, given
that there are 850 homes in Virginia Hills, VHCA advises
all homeowners to check their individual assessments.

Homeowners can go to
http://icare.fairfaxcounty.gov/Main/Home.aspx to access
the County's real estate data base.  Search for your
property by providing its address, then go to the "Values"
page of the data using the links on the left.  That will give
you this year's and last year's assessments. To check,
subtract your 2010 assessment from your 2011
assessment. Divide that number by the 2010
assessment. Multiply by 100. That should give you a
change of 7.9-8.2%.

To learn in-depth how DTA conducts assessments, you
can read a detailed article at
http://www.dougboulter.com/policy/assessments1.html.

For the purposes of determining the change in
assessments, there were 43 property sales in 2010, not
including foreclosures. (continued on Page 3)
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No Thru Trucks and South Kings Highway

As you have read in a previous Echo, when Groveton
asked to have five of its streets, Southgate,  Lenclair,
Memorial, Queens, and Harrison/Lockheed, designated
as no thru truck, the County Board of Supervisors asked
VDOT to determine whether this should be done.
Because of the concerns of Virginia Hills residents,
particularly those on South Kings Highway, about the
likely diversion of traffic onto South Kings and other
Virginia Hills streets, Supervisor McKay asked VDOT to
meet with residents of both communities.  The meeting
was held on February 24th.

Police Captain Dave Moyer of the Mount Vernon station
discussed the enforcement problem.  To cite a truck for
violating the no-thru truck restriction, the truck could not
make a stop anywhere on the street, and police would
have to see it traverse the entire street.  Therefore any
truck on Southgate Drive would be legal if it stopped at
Target or Beacon Mall, and the same for any truck on
Memorial street stopping at Beacon Mall.  Both Captain
Moyer and Supervisor McKay said that citing trucks for
violating this restriction would be rare due to this
requirement and to manpower issues.

VDOT made a presentation on how it had proceeded
with its study of the problem and reported on the
comments it had received, 39 opposed and 6 supporting.
The comments opposing the restriction were from
Virginia Hills residents and the ones favoring it from
Groveton residents.  VDOT said it did not count the
Virginia Hills comments because the persons making
them did not live on the streets that would be subject to
the restriction.                               (continued on page 6)

If you own a long van or heavy duty pickup truck, you
should check the manufacturer's web site or
Edmunds.com to check overall length and gross vehicle
weight.  As always, trucks and vans making deliveries or
working at a job site are permitted.

Virginia Hills Citizens
Association Meeting

Tuesday, April 12th – 7:30 PM
Old Virginia Hills School, Diana Lane

Speaker: Brad Center
Lee District School Board Representative



2

The President's Corner
Comment from VHCA President Ralph Zecca

Although Punxsutawney Phil was a little off with his early
spring prediction, spring has finally arrived! That means
many Virginia Hills residents will be doing some spring
cleaning and maybe even a little gardening. Just a
reminder to schedule a Special Collections Pickup if you
put out any brush, shrubs, or tree limbs. You can either
call 703-802-3322 during the work week or you can
request a special pickup through the Special Collections
website:

https://www.fairfaxcounty.gov/dpwes/specialpickup/
default.asp

Remember that, since it's now after March 1st, yard
waste (such as leaves or grass clippings) must be
placed in a separate container or bag(s) at the curb.

Since the last edition of the Echo, the Virginia Hills
Citizens Association (VHCA) Executive Board attended
a meeting hosted by Supervisor Jeff McKay regarding
the proposed change to rules governing traffic along
South Kings Highway. The meeting had representatives
from the Virginia Department of Transportation (VDOT),
Fairfax County Police Department (FCPD), Groveton
Citizens Association, and the VHCA.

Supervisor McKay opened the meeting up and then
asked FCPD to present its concerns about changing the
rules. FCPD stated that any changes were likely
unenforceable. Then VDOT discussed the process used
to determine whether or not the rules should be
changed. Afterwards, the meeting was spent answering
questions and addressing concerns from the audience.
Although some of the concerns of VHCA were
addressed, I am not confident that VDOT will address all
of our concerns to our satisfaction. However, we at least
made sure that our voices were heard!

Speaking of being heard, it is spring time and we have
new neighbors moving into our neighborhood. Make
your voice is heard and welcome them to Virginia Hills.

Cheers,
Ralph

Visit our web site at
www.VirginiaHills.org

Virginia Hills Citizens Association Officers 2009-2010
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Membership

If you haven't yet joined the Association or renewed for
the current year, please do so by filling out the
membership form in the opposite column and mailing it
to the address shown.

2011 Concerts in Lee District Park

Again this year, the County is providing free concerts in
the Lee District Park amphitheater on Wednesday nights
at 7:30 PM. The Echo will publish the concert schedule
for July and August in its June edition.

The schedule for June is as follows:

1st The Nighthawks (American Roots Music)

8th Alt Washingtonia (Bavarian Folk Dance & Music)

15th The Old World Folk Band (Klezmer)

22nd Pietasters (Ska)

29th Guy Mendilow Band (World Music)

Concerts will be cancelled if it is raining. If bad weather
threatens, please call 703-324-SHOW (7469) after 6:00
PM to hear the go-no go decision.

Virginia Hills Assessments for 2011
(continued from Page 1)

Foreclosures are recorded at the amount of the loan
outstanding and are not related to the market value of
the home. There were 10 foreclosures in Virginia Hills in
2010, down from 12 in 2009 and in 2008. If the home is
re-sold after foreclosure, that sale may be counted.

DTA determined that 24 of the 43 sales were at arms-
length fair market value as private party or lender sales.
The other 17 sales (2 properties sold twice, and only the
last sale is counted) were not included because DTA
considered them not at fair market value.  Some of these
included "short sales" by the property owner.
.

2010-2011 Membership

Mail to:  VHCA, P.O. Box 10837, Alexandria, VA
22310

I’d (We’d) like to join / renew my (our) membership
in the Virginia Hills Citizens Association.  Enclosed
are the annual membership dues of $7.00 per
household.  I am also including a contribution in the
amount of
$ ______________.

Name (s) _______________________________

Address _______________________________

City ___________________________________

Zip Code ___________

Phone ______________________

E-mail _________________________________

Comments: ____________________________

_______________________________________

_______________________________________

_______________________________________

_______________________________________

Checks for dues may be made payable to VHCA or
the Virginia Hills Citizens Association.

Note:
Restaurant discounts are only available to members
upon presentation of a valid VHCA membership
card.
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COLOR FLOORING
KITCHEN & BATH DESIGN CENTER

We provide complete in-house kitchen & bath remodeling
from framing to the fixtures

In your neighborhood for over 20 years

Exotic &
Eco-friendly

Flooring:
Cork

Bamboo
Marmoleum

Ceramic &
Porcelain Tile

BR111 - Exotic
Hardwood Flooring

Granite Counter
Top & Back Splash

Fine Carpeting - Rivington - Hibernia - Fiberworks
Vinyl Sheet & Tile

Solid & Engineered Hardwoods

UPTOWN SERVICE AT NEIGHBORHOOD PRICES
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703-960-0220
5739 TELEGRAPH RD. ALEXANDRIA, VA 22303
HOURS: Mon - Sat 10am - 6:00pm    Sunday - Closed

Visit our web site at www.colorflooring.com 
or e-mail us at info@colorflooring.com
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COLOR FLOORING
KITCHEN & BATH DESIGN CENTER

We do countertops:
Corian, ceramic, SileStone, HanStone, 

marble, granite, and laminate.

703-960-0220
5739 TELEGRAPH RD. ALEXANDRIA, VA 22303
HOURS: Mon - Sat 10am - 6:00pm    Sunday - Closed

Visit our web site at www.colorflooring.com 
or e-mail us at info@colorflooring.com
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Additional Services by Color Flooring
Basement Finishing

Framing
Drywall or Paneling

Painting
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No Thru Trucks and South Kings Highway
(continued from page 1)

When asked for data on the number of trucks involved,
VDOT provided data from a study of trucks on Memorial
Street collected on March 11, 2009 from midnight to
midnight. A total of 49 trucks passed the counting
machine at 3353 Memorial Street. George Alloway
indicated that the count might over-report normal truck
traffic if it was done during the time construction was
taking place on Memorial Street.

Ron McHugh cited numerous problems with the study
that appeared to violate VDOT standard operating
procedures. He particularly noted that truck traffic was
being diverted from streets with extremely low accident
rates to South Kings, that had a significantly higher
accident rate.

The Mount Vernon-Lee Chamber of Commerce
representative particularly objected to the restriction
being set on Harrison Lane and Lockheed Blvd.

In a letter to the attendees after the meeting, Supervisor
McKay indicated that he would try to have some of the
streets removed from the list of restricted streets.
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It's back!  After a break of several years, the Echo again
has room for the home repair column, so it will start
appearing as space permits.

For those of you who are new, the column addresses
issues of home repair with special attention to projects
that relate to the 1950s rambler-style homes in Virginia
Hills.  You can read previous articles (back as far as
1992) at http://www.dougboulter.com/repair.html. If you
have a topic you'd like me to cover, please let me know.

Do you have problems with pet odors?  Has the last
smoker in your family finally quit?  Are there lingering
cooking smells from the previous owner?  We'll talk
about how to get rid of them in this column.

Pet Odors

The trick to dealing with pet odors and stains is to get to
them quickly. If your pet has left you a problem on a
piece of upholstered furniture, you absolutely must deal
with that quickly or you'll be replacing that piece of
furniture. Urine on a carpet should be blotted up and
then attacked quickly with a product to eliminate the
stains and odors.  As an owner of two cats, I can highly
recommend (even though they won't pay me for doing
so) Woolite's Pet Oxygen.  It works wonders on pet
urine, feces, and stomach acid.

Unfortunately, after urine has set for weeks or months,
it's almost impossible to get out the stains and smell.
You'll have to replace the carpet.  Buying carpet with
Scotchguard  or scotchguard-like protectants will make
dealing with pet problems much easier. And ask your
carpet seller about carpet pad that won't let fluids
through if you have wood floors.

The problem with pet urine getting through the carpet
and the pad is that, being acidic, it will definitely stain the
wood, and will stain it deeply.  The odor will persist.  If
there has been a lot of urine, even a heavy sanding of
the floor is not likely to fix the problem and you'll be
faced with replacing it, never an inexpensive solution.

Cooking Odors

Cooking odors are usually localized to the kitchen, but
may extend to adjoining rooms.  They are probably there
in the first place because the range hood doesn't vent to
the outside, it isn't working properly, or it was never
used.  First, start by thoroughly cleaning the hood and its
filters with a strong grease-cutting cleaner.  This is such
a long and unpleasant job that if your range hood is old

and inefficient you may want to consider replacing it. In
addition to cleaning the hood and filters, you may need
to clean (or replace) the vent pipe that leads to the
outside.  And of course check the outlet on the roof or
exterior wall to make sure it isn't blocked.

Once the range hood is clean and working, it's time to
tackle the rest of the kitchen.  You'll need to scrub down
the walls and cabinets with that strong degreaser.  Since
kitchen walls are usually painted with gloss or semi-
gloss paint, and since cabinets usually have strong
finishes, you probably won't do any damage – but try an
out-of-the-way section first. Don't forget to clean on top
of and below cabinets, ceiling lights, and anywhere else
cooking odors many have reached.

If that won't get rid of the smell, you may have to repaint
the walls and refinish or replace the cabinets. For the
walls, begin with a paint deglosser, then seal with a
primer/sealer like Kilz or Zinsser, and then apply your
gloss or semi-gloss wall paint.

Smoke odors

Because it's everywhere, smoke odor is the hardest to
deal with, particularly if the house has been smoked in
for a number of years.  For a start, you can try having
every fabric in affected areas dry cleaned or steam
cleaned – drapes, carpet, upholstery. Tell the cleaner
that you want the smoke odor gone; they have
chemicals that will help with that.  Clean and scrub walls
with a mixture of a gallon of warm water, 1/2 cup
ammonia, 1/4 cup white vinegar, and 1/4 cup washing
soda (found in the laundry aisle of the grocery store).
Make sure you clean every inch, particularly places
where dust has accumulated. Don't forget to wipe down
light bulbs; they give off odors from the nicotine on them
when they get warm.

The bad news is that, if you have a sensitive nose,
cleaning may not be enough.  You may have to replace
carpet (and padding), drapes, upholstery, blinds (cloth
tapes and cords), lampshades, mattresses, throw and
regular pillows, paintings not covered by glass, and even
wallpaper.  Scrubbing walls and ceilings may be hard on
the existing paint, which is probably a flat paint, not a
gloss. Be prepared to repaint the walls and ceiling as
described above for the kitchen.

While I've written before that duct cleaning is of
questionable value, getting rid of smoke odor may be a
case in which it would be justified.

View from the Hills
Doug Boulter's Advice on Home Repair:

Dealing with Pet, Smoking, and Cooking Odors
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Spring Has Almost Sprung – Door to Door
Solicitors Are Soon to Come!!
From the Fairfax County Police

The Police Department has information that a large
group of magazine solicitors may be in the area.
Generally they are young adults between 18-25 and are
brought to the area from out of state. The companies
that hire them will transport them throughout the county
by van and drop them off in neighborhoods to try to sell
magazine subscriptions door to door. In most cases the
subscriptions are not even valid. To solicit door to door
in Fairfax County each and every solicitor needs a
solicitors license which most times they do not have.

Soliciting itself may not seem a very serious crime, but it
does provide the opportunity commit other crimes such
as burglary, larceny, destruction of property, and other
offenses. Some of these individuals can also be very
aggressive and hostile if you aren't interested in "buying"
from them.

Please call the police non-emergency number,703-691-
2131 if you see anyone in your neighborhood soliciting
magazines or any other type of items/services. Ask for a
patrol officer to be dispatched to the area to check these
individuals out. You never know who you could be
dealing with, so DO NOT confront them yourself.

If you encounter a door to door solicitor, first ask for a
Fairfax County solicitors license. If they do not have
one, tell them you are not interested, then call 703-691-

2131. DO NOT tell them you are going to call. If they
do have a license, make sure it is valid – then tell them
you are not interested ! Just because they have
qualified and paid for a Fairfax County solicitors license
does NOT mean they reputable business person or are
selling a real or decent product.

Keep all your doors locked when you are inside your
home and when you are working outside in your yard.
Do not feel compelled to open the door to solicitors. Do
not invite solicitors into your home.

For a more detailed version of the article and a photo of
a valid County license, go to
http://www.fairfaxcounty.gov/police/stations/
mountvernon/pdf/solicitors_just_say_no.pdf
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Message from Supervisor McKay

The County Executive has released his proposed budget
and it is, in a word—boring.  In this economic climate,
boring is good.  But then a lot has changed over the past
few years as we’ve come to realize that Fairfax County
is not immune to the economic headwinds that have
battered the national and state economies.  While this
barebones budget is boring, it illustrates the county’s
ongoing financial prudence and good management.
While surrounding jurisdictions are wrestling with large
deficits, deep program cuts and increased taxes, we are
holding the line.  We’ve taken the prudent approach over
the past several years of holding funds in reserve at
budget carryover to plan for budget requirements in the
following fiscal year.

The County Executive’s proposed budget for the FY2012
fiscal year that begins on July 1 reflects the fragile
economic improvements of the past several months.  It’s
fiscally responsible.  (Note that this is not the final
budget.  My colleagues on the Board and I will do an in
depth review and listen carefully to our residents’
priorities before adopting the final budget on April 26.)
Some of the highlights of this proposed budget are:

 The residential property tax rate remains at
$1.09 per $100 of assessed value.  It’s my hope
that the approved rate can be reduced.

 There are no cuts to code compliance, public
safety, human services, or to parks and libraries.

 There is no restoration of previous cuts.

 County employee salaries are frozen for the
third consecutive year.

You can find more detailed information on the budget at
http://www.fairfaxcounty.gov/dmb/.

Our citizens have high expectations for their local
government, the services it provides, and the quality of
those services.  Please let me know what is important to
you by calling my office at 703-971-6262 or sending an
email to Leedist@fairfaxcounty.gov

Please support our advertisers!
Welcome to our two new advertisers:

O'Brien's Restorations and Storage Buildings
Al Roberts Construction



Thinking of Buying or Selling?

Need a Realtor?

record throughout Northern Virginia?
Call:  Jim Tucker

(703) 960-5368

Want one who is: an energized, responsive, 
passionate, thorough, disciplined, focused, dynamic, 
listing and selling machine who has a great track 

ACTIVE  Rambler  6108 THE PKWY  3 2 0 $239,900    Yes  

ACTIVE  Rambler  6324 DORSET DR  4 2 0 $389,000    Yes  1

ACTIVE  Colonial  6507 DORSET DR  3 2 0 $399,900    Yes  

ACTIVE  Rambler  6403 WILCOX CT  3 1 1 $359,500    Yes  

ACTIVE  Rambler  6618 DORSET DR  3 2 0 $345,000    Yes  

ACTIVE  Rambler  6309 THE PKWY  3 1 0 $369,000    No  

ACTIVE  Rambler  6417 PROSPECT TER  3 2 0 $355,000    Yes  1

CNTG/NO KO  Rambler  3718 LOGAN CT  3 2 0 $379,900    No  2

CNTG/KO  Rambler  6514 ENFIELD DR  3 1 0 $300,000    No  1

CONTRACT  Rambler  3520 AUSTIN AVE  4 2 0 $389,900    Yes  

CONTRACT  Rambler  3712 LOGAN CT  4 2 0 $249,900    Yes  

CONTRACT  Rambler  6516 BERKSHIRE DR  3 2 0 $220,900    Yes  

SOLD  Colonial  6615 BERKSHIRE DR  3 2 0 $389,900  $400,000  $12,000  Yes  

SOLD  Other  6117 HILLVIEW AVE  4 2 0 $379,900  $377,000  $1,000  No  

SOLD  Rambler  6513 ENFIELD DR  3 2 0 $399,000  $389,000  $6,786  No  

SOLD  Rambler  6308 PROSPECT TER  4 2 0 $399,500  $387,500  $5,000  Yes  

SOLD  Rambler  6425 VIRGINIA HILLS AVE  4 2 0 $389,900  $385,000  $9,000  Yes  

SOLD  Rambler  6324 DORSET DR  4 2 0 $323,700  $265,000   Yes  1

SOLD  Rambler  6600 DORSET DR  3 1 0 $225,000  $205,000   No  

CHECK WITH
THE JIM(s) TUCKER FIRST

I am honored that
my son has chosen to 
follow in my footsteps.

Visit me on the web at:
http://www.jimtucker.com

Email to jim@jimtucker.com

Page & Associates
4015 Chain Bridge Road

Suite C
Fairfax, Virginia 22030

THE #1 SELLING REALTOR IN VIRGINIA HILLS FOR YEARS

Recent Virginia Hills Real Estate Market Activity
Status Style Address BR FB HB List Price Close Price Subsidy Bsmt   Gar

All information deemed reliable, not guaranteed and comes compliments of Metropolitan Regional Information System® back 60 days from 2/1/2011

Welcome to my newest
team member, JIM
TUCKER.

GET THE HIGH 
ENERGY OF YOUTH 
ALONG WITH OVER 20
YEARS EXPERIENCE, 
ALL WITH ONE CALL!

ADVANTAGE YOU!
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